
MEMBERSHIP MATTERS  

“A bend in the road is not the end of the road…Unless you fail to make the 

turn.” – Helen Keller 

 
  Membership is like a highway – there are straight stretches and there 

are bends in the road. National Garden Clubs have existed since 1929. The 

first garden club, which was in Georgia, has been in existence even 

longer. That is certainly a long stretch and I’m sure there were many 

bends in the road! 

  We can cruise through straight stretches and the things we are doing 

right regarding membership. We need to keep advertising ourselves and what 

we have to offer - we are the largest volunteer gardening organization in 

the world! We need to keep inviting potential members to join us. We need 

to keep following up on NGC membership inquiries sent to the NGC website. 

Our follow up responses to NGC Membership inquiries are going better. Some 

respond that they’ve been contacted and have joined a club. Fewer are 

responding that they haven’t been contacted. Some are interested in online 

memberships.  .  The following is regarding a follow up on an inquiry:”… a 
40 year member of the ____GC of ______District  is moving to_____. She wishes to join a club there but they 
have waiting list.  …She is devastated.” At a time when most states and National Garden 
Clubs are losing members, state presidents and membership chairmen need to 

encourage clubs to look at their bylaws. Having a cap and wait list on 

membership without a good reason isn’t wise for most clubs. 

  When membership inquiries come in and there are no garden clubs in the 

area of the potential member, consider sponsoring and starting a new club. 

That will take finding a group of interested potential members.  

  We also have many turns in the road. We’re not the same group that we 

were fifty years ago and we need to graciously accept changes that come 

our way. In other words we need to make sure we don’t fail to make the 

turn. We need to stop looking at ourselves and those who have joined 

garden clubs and start looking at those who are not joining.  We need ask 

why and figure out how we might change to attract them, especially younger 

adults. It might mean fewer and shorter meetings.  It might mean keeping 

expenses low. It might mean creating a new type of club to better suit 

them.  

   The definition of a club is “an association or organization dedicated 

to a particular interest or activity”. This definition leaves the door 

wide open for creating a new type of club. Maybe it’s a club only 

interested in floral arranging; maybe it’s an hour lunch meeting at a 

workplace; maybe it’s teachers interested in beautifying their school; 

maybe it’s a study group that has lectures on landscaping; and it might 

even be starting an online club.  Think outside the box when it comes to 

creating clubs. 

  The NGC Membership committee continues to work on ways to help attract 

members.  To accomplish changes we will have to maneuver the bend in the 

road and think outside of the box.  

 
Like a plant you’re either growing or dying. Let’s choose growth for National Garden Clubs, Inc.  

 -Brenda Moore, NGC Membership Chairman 
 


